Jacob Kessen, CRNA, MBA
Vice President of Clinical Operations
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist | Expert Witness
Metro OKC | 405-760-3997 | jkessen71@gmail.com
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacob-kessen/
Professional Summary
Board-certified CRNA with over 8 years of clinical anesthesia experience across all major care settings and delivery models. I currently serve as Vice President of Clinical Operations for a national anesthesia management group, overseeing clinical performance, staffing, and operational metrics at more than 30 hospitals and ASCs. I have served as an expert witness since 2018, offering impartial reviews and testimony for both plaintiff and defense teams in cases involving airway management, regional blocks, obstetric anesthesia, procedural sedation, documentation, and perioperative care failures.

Combining clinical expertise with executive-level operational oversight, I provide unique insights into individual provider performance and broader system factors contributing to adverse outcomes.
Areas of Expertise
Anesthesia Standard of Care
Airway Management (e.g., failed intubation, aspiration)
Labor Epidurals & OB Anesthesia Complications
Regional Anesthesia (e.g., nerve injury, LAST)
Procedural Sedation & MAC Cases
Pediatric Anesthesia Complications
Anesthesia Documentation Review
Preoperative Assessment & Risk Stratification
Supervision & Care Team Model Analysis
Clinical Governance & QI Oversight
Expert Witness Experience
Independent Expert Witness | 2018–Present
- Case review and written expert reports
- Medical malpractice, airway injury, documentation failure, and regional anesthesia cases
Clinical & Administrative Leadership
Vice President of Operations, Western Division
Essential Anesthesia Management | Jan 2025 – Present
Executive leadership across 30+ hospitals and ASCs in varied clinical settings and multiple states
Responsible for 500+ CRNAs, and anesthesiologists
Direct oversight of scheduling, credentialing, operations, and quality 
Regular collaboration with health system executives and legal teams
Data-driven QI strategy and performance dashboards
Clinical coverage as a staff CRNA 
Vice President of Operations
Strategic Health Partners | Apr 2024 – Jan 2025
Led multi-site operations and labor strategy in metro Atlanta
Executive leadership across 4 hospitals and 18 ASCs in varied clinical settings
Responsible for 250+ CRNAs, AA’s, and anesthesiologists
Balanced clinical workload with financial, strategic, and compliance oversight
Clinical coverage as a staff CRNA 
Senior Director of Operations
Strategic Health Partners | May 2023 – Apr 2024
Managed credentialing, recruiting, clinical compliance, and revenue cycle
Clinical coverage as a staff CRNA 
Chief CRNA
Strategic Health Partners | Mar 2022 – May 2023
Oversaw 50+ anesthetizing locations across hospital and outpatient settings
Led QA/QI efforts and crisis response
Manager of CRNA Education (Associate Chief CRNA)
University of Kansas Health System | Apr 2019 – Mar 2022
Oversaw onboarding of 45+ APRNs
Led recruitment, orientation, and policy implementation
Staff CRNA
University of Kansas Health System | Feb 2018 – Mar 2022
Level I trauma center; OB, regional, peds, and complex surgical case experience
Education
Executive MBA, Rockhurst University (2023)
MSN, Nurse Anesthesia, Augusta University (2017)
BSN, University of Central Oklahoma (2013)
Licensure
Licensed CRNA in multiple states
Available for expert witness services nationwide
Professional Involvement
Treasurer, Georgia Association of Nurse Anesthetists
Committee Chair, Georgia Association of Healthcare Executives
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