David West CV
Bowling Green Ky 42101 270-282-5069  dh.west@yahoo.com 
Professional Summary 
Dynamic fire investigation expert with extensive experience with the Kentucky State Fire Marshal and the Kentucky State Police, specializing in arson cases, fire related death investigations and electrical fire analysis. Proven ability to enhance team performance through effective team coordination training and communication. Possess a strong curriculum development skill complimented by a commitment to continuous professional development, resulting in improved operational efficiency and hands-on development skills. 
Knowledgeable in forensic fire science electrical codes and failure analysis plus being a “cop” is a rare combination. This gives him the opportunity to foster a positive learning environment in fire science and technical areas in depth with over three decades of investigations to his credit. Demonstrated by hand on classroom exercise involvement and student assessment. Proven ability to collaborate effectively within teams and adapt to evolving educational needs. Equipment with instructional strategies, classroom management, and fostering a positive learning environment. Has the ability to break down complex technical issues before the court in layman terms for better understanding. Focuses on achieving tangible results and student success with every training session. Using the latest peer review, court approved methodologies, and accepted practices, in a systematic approach. 
Accomplishments
· Supervised ATF team members on numerous NRT joint investigations 
· Team member on the Western Kentucky Arson Task Force
· Clearance rate on Arson arrest above the National Average at KSP. 
· Taught at the Kentucky State Police Academy 
· Authored Electrical Fire Analysis Failure Mechanisms that Cause Fires. 

Skills             
· Proficiency in software Windows etc…
· Technical skills (eg. NFPA Codes Standard Failure Analysis) 
· ASTM Standards applicable to fire investigations 

Work History 
· Electrical Contractor 1980-1990
· Electrical Inspector 1991 -2017
· Kentucky State Fire Marshal 1994-2002
· Kentucky State Police 2002 -2012 
· Expert Witness for State Federal Agencies 2012-Present 
· Instructor for Public Agency Training Council 2019-Present 
Education 
· High School Graduate 1975
· Technical College Graduate 1980
· Undergraduate Criminal Law Eastern Kentucky University 2003 
· Fire Investigation training Eastern Kentucky University 2005 
· KLEC Police Instructors training Eastern Kentucky University 2009 

Certifications
· Master Electrician  
· Electrical Inspector 
· Medical Gas Explosions Analyst 
· Fire Alarm Inspector 
· Nationally Certified Fire & Explosion Investigator 
· Certified Police Officer 
Memberships 
· International Association of Arson Investigators 
· National Association of Fire Investigators 
· Fraternal Order of Police 
· National Fire Protection Association 
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