​Dr. Sudheer Potru, DO, FASA, FASAM
STAFF APPOINTMENTS
09/2018 – Present
Atlanta VA Medical Center



Medical Director, Complex Pain and High-Risk Opioid Clinic



At-Large Member, Atlanta VAHCS Pain and Opioid Safety Committees
09/2024

Emory University School of Medicine



Associate Professor, Department of Anesthesiology
09/2018 – 08/2024
Emory University School of Medicine



Assistant Professor, Department of Anesthesiology
Department Liaison, Emory Opioid Stewardship Council

09/2015 – 06/2018
Anesthesia Management Services, P.C. (Private Practice with Teaching Component)



Voluntary Assistant Professor, Wayne State University School of Medicine
BOARD CERTIFICATIONS
01/2021

American Board of Preventive Medicine




Board Certification, Addiction Medicine 
Fellow, American Society of Addiction Medicine
09/2015

American Board of Anesthesiology



Subspecialty Board Certification, Pain Medicine

04/2015

American Board of Anesthesiology




Primary Board Certification, Anesthesiology

POSTGRADUATE TRAINING
06/2015

Rush University Medical Center, Chicago, IL




Fellowship, Interventional Pain Medicine
06/2014

University of Miami-Jackson Health System, Miami, FL




Residency, Anesthesiology

EDUCATION

05/2010

Michigan State University - College of Osteopathic Medicine, East Lansing, MI




Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine with Honors

05/2006

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL




Bachelor of Science, Electrical Engineering

MEDIA
07/2025 – present
Primary Host, Pain Matters Podcast, American Academy of Pain Medicine

NATIONAL COMMITTEES AND DIRECTORSHIPS
Chair, American Academy of Pain Medicine Substance Use Disorder SIG (February 2025 – present)

At-Large Member, Board of Directors, Southern Pain Society (January 2025 - present)

Core Faculty, TNT Primary Care: Training/Education in Addiction Medicine (TNT-PC-TEAM, 2023 – present)

Member, American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) Committee on Uniformed Services and Veterans Affairs (2024 - present)

Member, Education Committee, Association of VA Anesthesiologists (2023 – present)

Member, Education Committee, American Academy of Pain Medicine (2023 – present)

Member, American Society of Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine (ASRA) Website Committee (2023 – pres)

ASRA Delegate, American Medical Association Substance Use and Pain Care Task Force (2023 – present)

Question Author, American Board of Anesthesiology (ABA) Pain Medicine Board Exam Committee (2020-2023)
Founder, ASRA Pain and SUD Special Interest Group (2019 – present)

Member, ASA Committee on Pain Medicine (2022 – present)

Member, ASA Educational Track Subcommittee on Pain Medicine (2020 – present)
At-Large Member, ASRA Membership Committee (2022 - 2024)

At-Large Member, ASRA Newsletter Committee (2021 – 2022)
JOURNAL REVIEWERSHIP
Ad Hoc Reviewer for Pain Medicine, Anesthesia and Analgesia, Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine, Pain Reports, Pain Practice, American Journal on Addictions (~15 manuscripts reviewed in 2024-2026 to date)
HONORS AND AWARDS
03/2026

Presidential Commendation, American Academy of Pain Medicine
05/2024

Clinical Employee of the Month, Atlanta VA Health Care System

04/2023
Recipient, ASRA Pain Medicine Excellence in Education Award (three awardees nationally each year)
03/2023

Fellow, American Society of Anesthesiologists

06/2022

Teacher of the Year, Emory University Multidisciplinary Pain Fellowship (2021-2022)

GRANT SUPPORT
10/2020 – 10/2022
Co-Primary Investigator, ASA Diversity Mentoring Grant ($2,500)

“Assessing Gender & Ethnic Barriers in Pain Medicine” (w/M. Riso & C. Peterson-Layne)

04/2020 – present
Co-Investigator, ASRA Early-Stage Investigator and IASP Early Career Grants



“Evaluation of humoral immunity with opioid use” (w/J. Kalangara, M. Kuruvilla et al)

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

8/2025
“Pharmacist's Guide to Managing Difficult Conversations in Pain Management and Opioid Use Settings”
(Courtney D, Potru S, Chow SP, Mathew P, Nelson AM, J Pain Palliat Care Pharmacother. 2025 Aug 23:1-9. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 40848283).

8/2025
“Suzetrigine: A Novel Selective Sodium Channel Inhibitor for Pain”


(Courtney D, Potru S, Mathew P. American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy, 2025, zxaf219)
5/2025
“Comprehensive Perioperative Management for Patients with Opioid Use Disorder: Challenges and Strategies”

(Tamakuwala S, Fisher K, Emerick T, Potru S. International Anesthesiology Clinics. May 6, 2025. | DOI: 10.1097/AIA.0000000000000483)

1/2025
“Narrative review: Managing buprenorphine and opioid use disorder in the perioperative setting”

(Kohan L, Barreveld A, Potru S, Viscusi E. Pain Pract. 2025 Jan;25(1):e13427. doi: 10.1111/papr.13427. Epub 2024 Oct 25. PMID: 39450825)
12/2024
“The effects of physician stigma and hesitancy with opioids on patient pain care in the United States: A survey study” 
(Boorman DW, Nair P, John S, Zivot J, Potru S. Journal of Opioid Management, vol. 20, no. 6, Dec. 2024, pp. 449-70, doi:10.5055/jom.0872)
9/2024
“Alcohol Use Disorder in the Perioperative Period: A Summary and Recommendations for Anesthesiologists and Pain Physicians”

(Lane O, Ambai V, Bakshi A, Potru S. Reg Anesth Pain Med. 2024 Sep 2;49(9):621-627. doi: 10.1136/rapm-2023-104354. PMID: 38050177.)
3/2023
“Identifying Barriers to Buprenorphine Treatment for Patients with Opioid Use Disorder Among Anesthesiologists and Pain Practitioners: A Survey Study” 
(John S, Boorman DW, Potru S. Journal of Addiction Medicine 2023;17(2):e94-e100. doi:10.1097/ADM.0000000000001066)

2/2023
“Common Street Drug Names for the Anesthesiologist and Pain Physician” (Donald RR, Patel S, Smith M, Potru S. Regional Anesthesia & Pain Medicine. Published Online First: 01 March 2023. doi: 10.1136/rapm-2022-104189)
2/2023
“Violence in the Pain Clinic: The Hidden Pandemic”

(Fawzy Y, Siddiqui Z, Narouze S, Potru S, et al. [published online ahead of print, 2023 Feb 8]. Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine 2023. doi:10.1136/rapm-2022-104308)
08/2021
“Buprenorphine management in the perioperative period:  educational review and recommendations from a multisociety expert panel”

(Kohan L, Potru S, Barreveld A, et al. Regional Anesthesia & Pain Medicine.  doi: 10.1136/rapm-2021-103007)
08/2021

“Chronic Pain, Opioid Use Disorder, and Clinical Management Among Older Adults”
(Potru S, Tang Y, FOCUS 2021 19:3, 294-302)
03/2021

Editorial: “Buprenorphine: Not a Silver Bullet, and Still Controversial”




(Potru S, Barreveld A, et al. Journal of Opioid Management Vol 17, No 7)

10/2019

“Clinical Manifestations and Diagnostic Evaluation of Opioid Allergy Labels: A Review”


(Kalangara J, Potru S et al., Journal of Pain & Pall Care Pharmacotherapy 33:3-4,131-140)

09/2010
“MR Carotid Plaque Imaging and Contrast-Enhanced MR Angiography Identifies Lesions Associated With Recent Ipsilateral Thromboembolic Symptoms: In Vivo Study at 3.0 Tesla”

(J.K. DeMarco, H. Ota, H.R. Underhill, D.C. Zhu, M.J. Reeves, M.J. Potchen, A. Majid, S. Potru, et al, American Journal of Neuroradiology 31: 1395-1402)
INVITED REGIONAL AND NATIONAL LECTURES
6/2026 (planned)
“Perioperative Management of the High-Risk Substance Use Disorder Patient”




(James A. Arens Memorial Lecture, UT MD-Anderson Dept of Anesthesiology, Houston, TX)
3/2026


“Due Diligence and How to Review the Literature”




(Moderator, PAINCONNECT AAPM 2026, Salt Lake City, UT)

3/2026


“Buprenorphine for the Pain Practitioner”





(Speaker, PAINCONNECT AAPM 2026, Salt Lake City, UT)

10/2025


“Using Buprenorphine for Pain and Addiction”

(Speaker, Pre-Conference Workshop on Addiction Medicine, Texas Pain Society, Houston, TX)

10/2025


“Perioperative Management of the Patient with a Substance Use Disorder”




(Dr. Bruno Urban Memorial Lecture, Duke University Department of Anesthesiology)
10/2025
“Crucial Conversations and Patient Centered Approaches to Patients with Substance Use Disorder”

(American Society of Anesthesiologists Annual Meeting, Oct 2025. Mod: Max Eckmann, MD)

10/2025

“Ultrasound Guidance for Spinal Access, Axial Joints, Paraspinal Blocks for Acute and Chronic Pain” (invited instructor for live model ultrasound workshop), American Society of Anesthesiologists Annual Meeting, Oct 15, 2023. Moderator: Maged Guirguis, MD
05/2025
“Challenging Conversations: Navigating Opioid-Related Counseling in Chronic Pain” (with J. Adler PA, American Association of Physician Associates 2025, Denver, CO)
04/2025

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Wake Forest University Dept of Anesthesiology)
04/2025
“Challenging Discussions: Opioid-Related Counseling for the Chronic Pain Patient” (PAINCONNECT AAPM 2025, Austin, TX)
04/2025
“Pain Care for the Substance Use Disorder Patient” 
(with A. Barreveld, T. Emerick at PAINCONNECT AAPM 2025, Austin, TX)
04/2025
“Dysautonomias and Chronic Pain” (PAINCONNECT AAPM 2025, Austin, TX)
04/2025
“Challenging Discussions: Opioid-Related Counseling for the Chronic Pain Patient” (Part of planned Weekend CME Outfitters Pain/Opioid Workshop, Orlando, FL))
03/2025
“Managing Chronic Pain in the Substance Use Disorder Patient: Theory and Practice”


(Part of planned Weekend CME Outfitters Pain/Opioid Workshop, Orlando, FL)
10/2024
“Conversing Challenges: Tricks and Pearls for Navigating Difficult Discussions in Pain Medicine” (with A. Nelson, R. Banik, ANESTHESIOLOGY 2024, Philadelphia, PA)
10/2024
“Opioid Use Disorder in Pregnancy: A Case-Based Discussion” (with A. Lee, L. Sorabella, and J. Bauchat, ANESTHESIOLOGY 2024, Philadelphia, PA)
10/2024
“Preoperative Testing: Cannabis, Xylazine, and More” (with G. Schwartz, T. Emerick, ANESTHESIOLOGY 2024, Philadelphia, PA)
09/2024
“Difficult Conversations in Pain Medicine”, invited subject matter expert lecture planned for VIP-POST (Regional VA Pain Management) Meeting (virtual)
05/2024

“Tranq Dope and Elephant Tranquilizers: Veterinary Anesthetics in Human Medicine” (with K. Schroeder, C. Schroeder, and D. Larach, International Anesthesia Research Society, Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA, May 17, 2024) 

10/2023

Moderator, “Managing Substance Use Disorders in the Perioperative Period: Alcohol, Opioids, and Stimulants, Oh My!” with O. Lane, L, Kohan, T. Emerick, E. Viscusi, and A. Barreveld, American Society of Anesthesiologists Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, Oct 14, 2023 

10/2023

“Perioperative Buprenorphine: Review and Corroboration of the Multisociety Recommendations with VA Database Outcome Analysis.” with O. DeLeon and J. Hitt, American Society of Anesthesiologists Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, 

10/2023

“Ultrasound Guidance for Spinal Access, Axial Joints, Paraspinal Blocks for Acute and Chronic Pain” (invited instructor for live model ultrasound workshop), American Society of Anesthesiologists Annual Meeting, Oct 15, 2023. Moderator: Maged Guirguis, MD
09/2023

“Managing Chronic Pain in the Substance Use Disorder Patient: Theory and Practice”



(invited lecturer for Southern Pain Society Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA)
11/2022

Multiple sessions, ASRA Fall Pain Medicine Meeting 2022, New Orleans, LA
11/2022

“Persistent Postoperative Opioid Use and Opioid Stewardship”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to University of California-Irvine Dept of Anesthesiology)
10/2022

“Buprenorphine: Another Tool in the Pain Physician’s Toolbox”



(with M. Sprintz, Texas Pain Society Pre-Workshop on Pain and Addiction, Austin, TX)
10/2022

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Visiting Professor, Grand Rounds Presentation to Vanderbilt University Dept of Anesthesiology)
10/2022

“Optimizing Acute Pain Mgmt: Preoperative Preparations for Special Populations”



(with O. De Leon, J. Mojica et al, ANESTHESIOLOGY 2022)
09/2022

“Managing Chronic Pain in the Addicted Patient: Theory and Practice”



(invited lecturer for Midwest Pain Society, Sept 2022, Chicago, IL)
09/2022

“Difficult Conversations and Opioid Pro-Con Debate”



(Inaugural Lecture for Association of Pain Program Directors Opioid Sim Series, virtual)
09/2022
“Buprenorphine Pharmacology, Pre-Surgical Planning Considerations, If/When to Stop Before Surgery”, invited webinar for the American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons with L. Kohan and M. Bicket



(September 22, 2022, virtual)
09/2022
“Buprenorphine: Our Gentle Friend”, invited subject matter expert lecture planned for VIP-POST (Regional VA Pain Management) Meeting



(Sept 2022, Decatur, GA)
06/2022

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to University of Wisconsin-Madison Dept of Anesthesiology)
05/2022

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Univ of Arkansas Med Sciences Dept of Anesthesiology, virtual)
05/2022

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Mayo Clinic (MN) Dept of Anesthesiology, Rochester, MN)
04/2022

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Wayne State University Dept of Anesthesiology, virtual)
03/2022

“Buprenorphine Management in the Perioperative Period:  Recommendations from the Multi-Society Working Group” 



(with A. Barreveld and E. Viscusi, International Anesthesia Research Society Meeting, virtual)

02/2022

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Somnia Anesthesia Journal Club, virtual)
02/2022

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Med Univ of South Carolina Dept of Anesthesiology, virtual)
01/2022

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to University of Texas-Southwestern Dept of Anesthesiology, virtual)
12/2021

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Virginia Commonwealth Department of Anesthesiology, virtual)
11/2021

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Augusta University Department of Anesthesiology, virtual)
10/2021

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to University of Louisville Department of Anesthesiology, virtual)
10/2021
“Inducing Buprenorphine in Inpatients/Outpatients, Pharmacology, Practical Aspects”


(ANESTHESIOLOGY 2021, with Przkora R and Brooks A)
10/2021
“Recommendations from the Multi-Society Committee on Buprenorphine: The Role of the Anesthesiologist in Opioid Use Disorder”


(ANESTHESIOLOGY 2021, with Kohan L and Viscusi E)
08/2021
PCSS/ASRA X-Waiver National Course for Pain Medicine Fellows (4 hours, virtual)
08/2021
“Hot Topics:  Incorporating the Multi-Society Buprenorphine Guidelines Into Practice”




(Webinar presented with Emerick et al. to the American Society of Regional Anesthesia)

08/2021

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Grand Rounds Presentation to Emory University Department of Anesthesiology, virtual)
07/2021

“Perioperative Management of the Substance Use Disorder Patient”



(Georgia Society of Anesthesiologists, Lake Oconee, GA)
04/2021

“Co-Managing Pain and Addiction: A Practical Approach for the Pain Care Provider”



(with A. Barreveld, American Academy of Pain Medicine National Meeting -- virtual)

03/2021

“Treatment of Pain in the Context of Opioid Use Disorder”



(Interdisciplinary Presentation to Boston Medical Center Pain Division, virtual)

02/2021

“Perioperative Management of Buprenorphine”




(Presented to Rush University Pain Management Division)

08/2020

“Buprenorphine for the Anesthesiologist and Pain Physician”




(National webinar presented with Kohan et al to the American Society of Regional Anesthesia)

02/2020

“Chronic Pain Management, Opioid Safety, and Addiction”




(Presented to the Southeastern Clinical Club, Atlanta, GA)

09/2019

“Complex Pain Clinic:  Observations and Lessons”




(Presented to VISN 7 VIP-POST [VA Southeast Region Pain Meeting], Augusta, GA)

10/2017
“Nervous System: Treating Sensory Polyneuropathies with Non-Narcotic Strategies”

(w/Sachdev et al, Neuromuscular Medicine Update, Michigan State Medical Society, Novi, MI)
MEMBERSHIPS  
American Society of Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine
American Society of Anesthesiologists
American Academy of Pain Medicine
American Society of Addiction Medicine
Association of VA Anesthesiologists

ACTIVE MEDICAL LICENSES: Georgia (expires 1/2027)
